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GENERAL (Cont.)

Temperatures averaged around two

degrees below normal across Nebraska.

Precipitation of one to two inches

occurred over the eastern and central

portions of the state while the Panhandle

received only one-tenth to two-tenths of

an inch. Precipitation was in the form of

rain over the southeast with wet snow

occurring over the remainder of the state.

GENERAL

Temperatures were above normal during

the first half of March and below normal

during the last half. Precipitation

averaged well above normal during the

month which has resulted in good soil

moisture conditions for crops but

extremely muddy feedlots and scours for

newborn calves.

Topsoil moisture supplies on April 1

were rated 33% adequate and 67% surplus.

Subsoil moisture was rated 60% adequate

and 40% surplus. Topsoil supplies were

rated mostly surplus in all districts

except the southwest which was adequate.

A year ago, topsoil supplies rated 17%

short, 79% adequate, and 4% surplus.

Subsoil supplies were 14% short, 85%

adequate, and 1% surplus.

Farmers and ranchers were busy during

the month making decisions on the PIK

program. Those participating are now

deciding what to plant on PIK acreage and

lining up a supply of cover-crop seeds.
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Other activities consis£ed of livestock

care, finishing income tax reports,

attending farm sales, and gearing up for

field work.

CROPS

The winter wheat crop condition was

rated 3% poor, 7% fair, 71% good, and 19%

excellent. This is higher than last month

and is above the previous two years for

this date. Some soil-borne wheat mosaic

has been reported in the southeast.

Oats seeding was about 2% complete

compared with 5% a year earlier and 15%

normal. Most of the planting took place

in early and mid-March as fields have been

too wet since then.

Alfalfa condition was rated 17% fair,

70% good, and 13% excellent.

LIVESTOCK

Feedlots have been extremely muddy

which has resulted in slow gains. Wet and

cold weather has resulted in calving

problems and scours in many newborn calves

with some death losses. Pasture and range

feed supplies were rated 11% short, 88%

adequate, and i% surplus.
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